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SENATOR LABEDZ: T h an k you , M r. S pe a k e r . This is one, I'm
sure, that the Miscellaneous Subjects Committee Chairman and
I di sag r e e o n . Bu he thought maybe since we got su ch
unanrmous agreement on the other two amendments that I may
withd ra w t . has o ne , bu t I ' m ob l i gat ed t o keep the amendment
and to urge adoption of amendment t o LB 408 . I t ' s a ve r y
simple amendment . I ' d l i ke t o s ay i t ' s a techn i ca l ch a n ge ,
but it isn' t. Many of you know what it is al l a b o u t. You
read it in the Journal. Let me start from the beginning. I
met with several business people in the South Omaha area
over t h e w e ekend . I was amazed to find out how worried they
are about their businesses. You wi l l r eca l l , and I t hi nk I
passed out a copy of the article that was in the World
Herald. If you notice the last paragraph, the World Herald
estimate, that there is going to be at least 500,000 people
from Douglas County that will be going over to Iowa to play
the...to buy lottery tickets, and in the very near future to
play the video machines, the dog races. T he bus i n e s ses t h a t
I t a l k e d t o ar e a l i t t l e concerned. Th e y sai d a couple
years ago we allowed Ak-Sar-Ben to change the hours of their
racing to four o' clock, which totally hurts their business,
in some places practically destroyed it during the racing
season because a t f ou r o ' c l oc k , when the people are at the
races and by the time they get out at seven-thirty, eight
o ' clock t h e y a re ready to go on home because the next day is
a work in g d ay . Wh e n w e had the races at one o' clock the
people would get out of the races a t s i x , sev e n o ' c l o c k a n d
would enter the restaurants a nd have d i nn e r , and som e o f
them would stay over night, but very few because o f t he
workin g d a y t he nex t day . So we hurt them in two ways at
Ak-Sar -Be n r ace s . And n o w w i t h Coun c i l Bl u f f s coming i n
with what they are going to come zn with in the next year,
and by the World Herald's own estimate 500,000 peop l e , no w
if you figure that out i f 5 0 0 , 000 p e opl e sp e n d $ 5 . 0 0 in
Council Bluffs, Iowa, that is $2.5 million. We are go i n g t o
lose sales tax because they will be buying their meals over
there. They will be going to the taverns, and I ' m s u r e w h en
they do go ov er t he r e and s p en d t he da y or s pend a n
afternoon they may also be d oing some sh o p p i n g . So I ' m
telling you that it is going to hurt Omaha. It is going to
hurt Bellevue. And the surrounding states that are going to
come i n wi t h l ot t er i e s o f a ny t yp e ar e goi ng t o hu r t
Nebraska . We a re g oi n g t o b e surrounded by states that are
going to be taking revenue from the State of Nebraska. Now
I could care less about h orse r ac i ng or abou t bi ngo or
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